
Ritter said. 
    “I have had much 
success in sales of my 
art, particularly due to  

the loose, impression-
istic style and an inter-
esting use of color,” 
Ritter said.  
       Ritter, a Houma 
native, is a graduate of 
Nicholls State Univer-
sity and has studied art 
from many well-
known artists, includ-
ing Cheryl Keefer and 
sculptor Leslie Hutto.   
      Aside from paint-
ing, Ritter is also an 
author and has won 
various awards for her 
poetry and short sto-
ries. She is the author 
of the Graced Women 
series by Resource 
Publications.  

    Judy Ritter’s artwork 
can be interpreted in 
many ways, but one 
reoccurring theme is 
obvious: the culture of 
the South. 
     Ritter said she draws 
upon memories of 
southern gatherings 
from her childhood as 
inspiration for her art-
work.  
      “In this exhibit, I 
hope to concentrate on 
my paintings depicting 
the Cajun culture I love 
so much,” Ritter said. 
     Ritter’s exhibit, enti-
tled “Acadian Night-
walk,” will be on dis-
play from August 16 to 
October 11. An opening 

reception will be Sun-
day, August 16 from 2– 
4 p.m. The opening re-
ception is free to the 

public. The exhibit will 
include acrylic, oil, and 
mixed media paintings.   
     Ritter said she sees 
the oak tree as a focal  
point in the Cajun cul-
ture, where people 
gather to “pass a good 
time.”  
      The versatility of 

R i t t e r ’ s 
collection 
and her 
i n t e n s e 
use of 
color will 
appeal to 
m a n y 
v i e w e r s 
and art 
lovers,  
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     Eight new board 
members were elected 
by the general member-
ship at the Annual 
Meeting on June 25.  
     The following soci-
ety members were 
elected to the Board of 
Directors: Steve Braud, 
Lynn Cinnater, Gerald 
Collins, Paul Labat, 
Ronald Lambert, Dawn 

Pierron, Lee Shaffer and 
Jody Waggenspack.  
     At a subsequent 
board meeting, the fol-
lowing executive offi-
cers were elected: Dale 
Norred, President; Doug 
Holloway, Vice Presi-
dent; Steve Braud, 
Treasurer; and Schira 
Ott, Secretary.  
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     Four volunteers were honored 
for their hard work at the Volun-
teer Appreciation Lunch on June 
14.  
     The Docent of the Year 
Award was given to Edward 
Borne for his many years of ser-
vice as one of Southdown’s tour 
guides. His vast knowledge of 
history was noted as a great asset 
to our organization. 
     Melva Fournier was named 
Gift Shop Volunteer of the Year.  
Fournier helps maintain the in-
ventory and finances of the gift 

shop. 
     Schira Ott was named as Vol-
unteer of the Year for serving as 
Interim Director for seven 
months while the Board of Direc-
tors continued their search for a 
director.  
      Prosper Toups was also hon-
ored as an Outstanding Volunteer 
for his tiring work to maintain the 
grounds and the pavilion. 
      The Board of Directors and 
the staff thanks all of the volun-
teers for their hard work and 
dedication to Southdown. 
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Judy Ritter Art Reception  
 August 16   |   2 - 4 p.m.   |   Free  admission 

Voice of the Wetlands 
 October 9-11   |   Free general admission 

Henry Cancienne Art Reception  
 October 18   |    2 - 4 p.m.   |   Free admission 

Southdown Marketplace  
  November 7   |   8 a.m. - 4 p.m.   |  $4 general admission  

Volunteers of the Year Honored  

��* �	�� ����+�����'����
	���546�/1�
�

7�����8-�# �&��%
��
$ ��
 �'  ���
*
��

�$��#
�
��!&&
���
����9� ���

52:�/1;
��������5233;

	� +�6�
�
�  �
��* �	�� ���
������# �

�5<4�/1�
�
7&��

� +�# �&��
$��%� &�
�� $$��������
��������52/�//�

�
�+	
��	�
�#��	 �$����
+�� ������" �

�

511�/1�
�

=����& �
�- 
	����
,��  �$  �
,��
������
��
�$  �
,���+	
,�(�� �
�	�

��

����

�� �� 	�������
�	�>��
=
&$
�
��
�
��
�23?� ++������	
&
��

&!�%'��(�)")�$#�

Lynn Cinnater 
Gerald Collins 
David Ellender 
Pete Konos 
Paul Labat 
Ronald Lambert 
Philip McMahon  
Lucius Ostheimer 

Dawn Pierron 
Lisa Schilling 

Lee Shaffer 
Sheri Smith 

Philip Toups 
Jody Waggenspack 

Melanie Whipple  
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Southdown Plantation/  
Terrebonne Museum 

P.O. Box 2095 / 1208 Museum Dr. 
Houma, LA 70361 

985-851-0154 
www.southdownmuseum.org 
info@southdownmuseum.org 
Katie LeCompte, Interim Director 

Erica M. Seely, Administrative Assistant 


